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This information has not previously been submitted in this application, and has not 
heretofore been cited by the Examiner. Copies of any cited references which are not U.S. 
patents are enclosed. 
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The identified information, taken alone or in combination with other art, provides 

information relating to the subject matter of the invention, but fails to teach, disclose or suggest 

the present invention. The filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall 

not be construed as an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to 

patentability as defined in § 1 .56(b). 

CONCISE EXPLANATION 
OF NON-ENGLISH REFERENCES 

A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language prior art 

patents under 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(3), as presently understood by the individual designated 

in § 1.56(c) as most knowledgeable about the content of the information is set forth 

below. 

JP 10-132804 

The Abstract of the subject Japanese reference describes both the problem to be solved 
and the solution in the following manner: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a detecting apparatus by which 
whether a cigarette is lighted well or not is detected surely by detecting 
infrared rays from the tip part of the cigarette ignited before by a robot device. 

SOLUTION: A plurality of smoking mouths are arranged in the front plate 
5 of a smoking-machine. Holders 3 are mounted on, and attached to, the 
respective smoking mouths. Every lighting-position detecting mechanism 20 
is installed near every smoking mouth at the machine. Every head 22 is 
attached to the tip part of every shaft 21 , and every shaft 21 is constituted in 
such a way that it protrudes to the front and shrinks to the rear by a driving 
mechanism and that it is turned by a prescribed angle. In addition, an infrared 
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detector is built in every head 22 so as to detect infrared ray from a burning 
part at every cigarette C. When every cigarette C is mounted and attached, 
every shaft 21 protrudes to the prescribed position in the axial direction of 
every cigarette C, and every head 22 is pushed back up to a burning stop 
position by a finger at a cigarette hand which is mounted on, and attached to, a 
robot device. When every cigarette C is burned up to a position corresponding 
to every head 22, the infrared rays are detected. 



Applicant hereby petitions the United States Patent and Trademark Office for 
consideration of the enclosed Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. The 
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than three months prior to the filing of this Statement. 
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